
1180 

7 CFR Ch. XVII (1–1–05 Edition) § 1794.62 

(b) In addition to circulation required 
by 40 CFR 1502.19, the draft and final 
EIS (or summaries thereof, at RUS dis-
cretion) shall be circulated to the ap-
propriate state, regional, and metro-
politan clearinghouses. 

(c) Where a final EIS does not require 
substantial changes from the draft EIS, 
RUS may document required changes 
through errata sheets, insertion pages, 
and revised sections to be incorporated 
into the draft EIS. In such cases, RUS 
shall circulate such changes together 
with comments on the draft EIS, re-
sponses to comments, and other appro-
priate information as its final EIS. 
RUS will not circulate the draft EIS 
again, although RUS will provide the 
draft EIS if requested within 30 days of 
publication of notice of availability of 
the final EIS. 

[63 FR 68655, Dec. 11, 1998, as amended at 68 
FR 45160, Aug. 1, 2003] 

§ 1794.62 Supplemental EIS. 

(a) A supplement to a draft or final 
EIS shall be prepared, circulated, and 
given notice by RUS and the applicant 
in the same manner (exclusive of 
scoping) as a draft and final EIS (see 
§ 1794.61). 

(b) Normally RUS and the applicant 
will have published notices of intent to 
prepare a supplement to a final EIS in 
those cases where a ROD has already 
been issued. 

(c) RUS, at its discretion, may issue 
an information supplement to a final 
EIS where RUS determines that the 
purposes of NEPA are furthered by 
doing so even though such supplement 
is not required by 40 CFR 1502.9(c)(1). 
RUS and the applicant shall concur-
rently have a notice of availability 
published. The notice requirements 
shall be the same as for a final EIS and 
the information supplement shall be 
circulated in the same manner as a 
final EIS. RUS shall take no final ac-
tion on any proposed modification dis-
cussed in the information supplement 
until 30 days after the RUS notice of 
availability or the applicant’s notice is 
published, whichever occurs later. 

§ 1794.63 Record of decision. 

(a) Upon completion of the review pe-
riod for a final EIS, RUS will have its 

ROD prepared in accordance with 40 
CFR 1505.2. 

(b) Separate RUS and applicant no-
tices of availability shall be published 
concurrently. The notices shall sum-
marize the RUS decision and announce 
the availability of the ROD. Copies of 
the ROD will be made available upon 
request from the point of contact iden-
tified in the notice. 

§ 1794.64 Timing of agency action. 
(a) RUS may take its final action or 

execute commitments on proposed ac-
tions requiring an EIS or Supplemental 
EIS at any time after the ROD has 
been published. 

(b) For budgetary purposes some fi-
nancial assistance may be approved 
conditionally with a stipulation that 
no funds shall be advanced until a ROD 
has been prepared. 

§§ 1794.65–1794.69 [Reserved] 

Subpart H—Adoption of 
Environmental Documents 

§ 1794.70 General. 
This subpart covers the adoption of 

environmental documents prepared by 
other Federal agencies. Where appli-
cants participate in proposed actions 
for which an EA or EIS has been pre-
pared by or for another Federal agency, 
RUS may adopt the existing EA or EIS 
in accordance with 40 CFR 1506.3. 

§ 1794.71 Adoption of an EA. 
RUS may adopt a Federal EA or EIS 

or a portion thereof as its EA. RUS 
shall make the EA available and assure 
that notice is provided in the same 
manner as if RUS had prepared the EA. 

§ 1794.72 Adoption of an EIS. 
(a) Where RUS determines that an 

existing Federal EIS requires addi-
tional information to meet the stand-
ards for an adequate statement for 
RUS proposed action, RUS may adopt 
all or a portion of the EIS as a part of 
its draft EIS. The circulation and no-
tice provisions for a draft and final EIS 
(see § 1794.61) apply. 

(b) If RUS was not a cooperating 
agency but determines that another 
Federal agency’s EIS is adequate, RUS 
shall adopt that agency’s EIS as its 
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